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Postulates
All members of C.L.E.A.N. subscribe to the understanding that Climate Change is anthropogenic, and 
influences our circumatances of life in ways that brings about instability, and threatens our current 
and future prosperity.

Members of C.L.E.A.N. accepts that emissions from human activities come at a monetary, 
environmental, and human cost, that must be included in the price of products, services, and 
activites, thereby enabling a conservative use of natural resources for the welfare of our 
communities. 

Members of C.L.E.A.N. are engaged, because they envision a future for the City of Fargo  where 
sound sustainability practices are applied to all forms of energy use.

Members of C.L.E.A.N. are acutely aware of the human health costs associated with energy use and 
are adamant in protecting our children and future generations from avoidable exposures. 

C.L.E.A.N. is a pragmatic and non-political organization, whishing to collaborate with City 
Administrations in the Fargo, Moorhead, West Fargo areas by suggesting achievable sustainability 
targets for our communities. 



Definition
Sustainability* is the ability to continue a defined behavior 
indefinitely and may be divided into three key areas:
◦ Environmental sustainability is the ability to maintain rates of renewable 

resource harvest, pollution creation, and non-renewable resource depletion 
that can be continued indefinitely.

◦ Economic sustainability is the ability to support a defined level of economic 
production indefinitely. 

◦ Social sustainability is the ability of a social system, such as a city, to function 
at a defined level of social well being indefinitely.

*Thwink.org  Definition 
http://thwink.org/sustain/glossary/Sustainability.htm

http://thwink.org/sustain/glossary/EnvironmentalSustainability.htm
http://thwink.org/sustain/glossary/EconomicSustainability.htm
http://thwink.org/sustain/glossary/SocialSustainability.htm
http://thwink.org/sustain/glossary/Sustainability.htm


Greenest Cities Pact (GCP)
▪ First Greenest Cities Pact in ND (Fargo, Moorhead, West Fargo)
▪ To be Developed by a city’s Sustainability Commission
▪ A plan, derived from 30 municipal plans + 10 regional/national organization recommendations
▪ That must offer Ideas for sustainability goals for municipalities 

▪ Based on Compilation of 1,150 suggested objectives, strategies, tactics, initiatives and programs

▪ Presented in an Excel-based tool listing the 1,150 ideas
▪ For communities to leverage, modify and use for sustainability planning
▪ Being used as sustainability planning tool for communities plus Councils of Governance (COG’s)
▪ Focus areas: diversity, environmental, economic development, housing and community 

development, shared services and infrastructure.
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Framework Areas

◎ Climate 

◎ Energy

◎ Economic Development

◎ Land Use

◎ Leadership

◎Mobility

◎ Municipal Operations

◎ Sustainable Communities

◎ Water

◎ Waste & Recycling



Framework Areas



Example use of GCP: Energy

https://www.comed.com/WaysToSave/F
orYourBusiness/Pages/default.aspx

https://www.comed.com/WaysToSave/ForYourBusiness/Pages/default.aspx


Example use of GCC: Energy
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Example use of GCP: Waste & Recycling
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GCC Sample Resolution
 Suggested text for community to make public 

commitment to sustainable practices

 No funds required

 Department Managers manages certain 
environmental grants and participants are 
provided access and alerting to existing and 
new programs



Who might be involved?
◦ City Management, City Leadership and department personnel
◦ Schools, Park District, Library
◦ Residents
◦ Businesses/ Chamber of Commerce
◦ Community Health Commission 
◦ Not-for-profits (hospitals, religious groups, health groups…)
◦ Subject-matter experts
◦ Utilities (electric, gas, water, sewer)
◦ Public interest groups (American Lung, Heart, Cancer Associations…)
◦ Grass roots volunteers (e.g. C.L.E.A.N., Citizens Climate Lobby, Sierra Club)
◦ Interested residents and businesses



Municipality Role
◦ Develop Sustainability Plan 

◦ Start with simple Mission Statement

◦ Consider GC Resolution

◦ Review policies & ordinances and adjust for sustainable practices

◦ Establish sustainable purchasing policies

◦ Establish sustainable practices by department

◦ Deploy sustainable solutions

◦ Define measures of success & track programs accordingly to establish accountability 

◦ Document what you are doing (GC)

◦ Provide leadership within the community to demonstrate sustainability objectives – set the example

◦ Work with local organizations (businesses, schools, volunteers, etc.) to capture ideas, define programs 
and initiate actions



Sustainability Commission’s Role
◦ Advise City and Citizens on best sustainability practices (strategies and tactics)

◦ Support City Sustainability Plan

◦ Compile and provide ideas, educational programs and literature to the public

◦ Convene green events for the public and local businesses



Sustainability Mission (Examples)
Sustainability for the City of Fargo, ND is an ongoing movement that complements community 
values that foster a cooperative spirit and reward efficient use of all resources locally, regionally 
and globally; accomplished by incorporating the social, economic and environmental objectives 
of our citizens into our policies, actions and culture. 

City of Fargo’ sustainability movement is guided by the following principles:
◦ Create and maintain a self-sustaining community.

◦ Ensure that future generations can enjoy at least the same natural resources that we did.

◦ Preserve, minimize consumption and restore resources.

◦ Reduce pollution

◦ To accept that we are one species among many.

◦ To evaluate current and apply new practices and policies to lessen our environmental footprint. 

OR 

◦ a simple statement like: “Sustain the human individual” (Park Forest, IL) 



Questions?



Next Steps
Determine the City interest in establishing a Sustainability Commission and when to be functional.

Engage a consulting firm like GW2G to facilitate the Frame plan layout in the first and subsequent gatherings

Identify all the suggested Framework Areas and which need to be addressed. 

Select priority levels

Start the work. 

Let us know of your interest. 

Paul Jensen & Ed Gruchalla

C.L.E.A.N.

Fargo, ND Phone 701 212 1231 & 701 866 2305


